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Assumptions
• The information asset created 
by hydrocarbons exploration, 
both onshore and offshore, 
represents a significant 
national asset.
• This asset is worth preserving 
for:
• Reuse
• Re-purposing
• Training future 
geoscientists
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Observations
• The replacement cost to 
recreate the information 
asset is in excess of £20 
Billion
• UK law has created a 
distributed management 
system for this information 
asset, which is unlikely to 
be sustainable in the long-
term.
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Regulation
RC All rights reserved
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DECC
(1) Petroleum Act 1998
(2)Petroleum Operators 
Notice 9 & 9B
Licensees are obliged to 
hold accurate records in 
order to preserve all 
information about the 
geology of the license area. 
Licensees must retain Data 
in an accurate form (usable, 
accessible and reproducible) 
in perpetuity…
…expenses should be borne 
by Licensees…
Regulation - Preservation
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DECC
(1) Petroleum Act 1998
(2)Petroleum Operators 
Notice 9 & 9B
DECC has a right to publish 
(‘release’) License Data 
after expiry of an agreed 
period of confidentiality… 
DECC may publish such 
Licence Data either directly 
or via its appointed agents.
Regulation - Dissemination
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Basic Set Well Data - Simplified
Well Reports
- Concatenated well report
- Pre-drill reports
- Drilling reports
- Core  reports
- Geophysical reports
- Testing reports
- Well Completion reports
Well logs
- Casing and tubing
- Composite log
- Core description log, Core Gamma
- Dipmeter
- Lithological log
- Mudlog
- All wireline logs including:
- Caliper
- Density
- Natural gamma ray
- Neutron
- Resistivity
- Sonic
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Implementation
Department of Energy 
and Climate Change
(DECC)
Common 
Data Access
(CDA)
Release 
Agents
Licensee(s)
British 
Geological 
Survey
(BGS)
UK Onshore 
Geophysical 
Library
(UKOGL)
Marine 
Environmental 
Data & 
Information 
Network (MEDIN)
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PON 9 - E&P Life Cycle - Exploration
Licensees
Release Agents
UKOGL
BGS
National Geoscience
Data Centre
Storage 
Contractors Local Store
Well 
DataStore
CDA
Seismic
DataStore
MEDIN
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PON 9 - E&P Life Cycle - Archiving
Licensees
Storage 
Contractors Local Store
Option 1
Licensee retains all the 
License Data in 
perpetuity and supplies 
on request.
Option 2
Licensee retains all the 
License Data but stores 
all digital data in CDA 
DataStores.
Option 3
Licensee transfers all 
License Data to the 
NHDA and DECC 
releases Licensee from 
obligations. 
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PON 9 - E&P Life Cycle - Archiving
Benefits Disbenefits
Option 1
Licensee retains all the 
License Data in 
perpetuity and supplies 
on request.
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PON 9 - E&P Life Cycle - Archiving
Benefits Disbenefits
Option 2
Licensee retains all the 
License Data but stores 
all digital data in CDA 
DataStores.
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PON 9 - E&P Life Cycle - Archiving
Benefits Disbenefits
Option 3
Licensee transfers all 
License Data to the 
NHDA and DECC 
releases Licensee from 
obligations.   
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PON 9 - E&P Life Cycle - Archiving
BGS
National Hydrocarbons 
Data Archive
Licensees
Storage 
Contractors Local Store
DECC
Post-stack 
seismic data
Core and 
samples
Relief from 
obligations
Disposal
Well reports 
and logs
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PON 9 - E&P Life Cycle - Archiving
BGS
National Hydrocarbons 
Data Archive
Licensees
Storage 
Contractors Local Store
Well 
DataStore
CDA
Seismic
DataStore
DECC
Post-stack 
seismic data
Core and 
samples
Relief from 
obligations
Disposal
Well reports 
and logs
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Business Opportunity
• There are business 
opportunities to work with the 
NHDA 
• There is a space between the 
oil companies who hold the 
data and the BGS who manage 
the NHDA for third parties to:
• Condition and document 
data to meet the conditions 
of the NHDA handbook
• To manage the archiving 
process for industry
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Simple Example of Reuse
© NERC All rights reserved
BGS Core Image
© NERC All rights reserved
BGS Core Image
© NERC All rights reserved
Questions
• Web addresses
• http://www.bgs.ac.uk
• http://www.bgs.ac.uk/nhda/home.html
• http://www.bgs.ac.uk/data/offshoreWells
• E-mail address
• Enquires@bgs.ac.uk
